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2023 SECRETARY’S FOREWORD 

 

Hi 2023 students (and families), 

It’s been a big few years! School has probably looked a bit 

different than you had anticipated. Every student has shown 

such courage in adapting to the challenges of COVID-19. I 

hope you are feeling excited about your options for your 

next years of school.  

You don’t need to know ‘what you want to do with the rest 

of your life’ to make your education work for you . All you 

have to do is commit to being curious, to showing up, trying 

new things and seeing where that takes you.  

This is your education to design, your year to create, so back yourself. Our schools are working 

together in each region so that we can offer you more options than ever before. Have a look 

through the incredible courses on offer in this guide and design a program that works for you.  

But remember that: 

Success looks completely different for each of us 

It’s your journey, and your life. Forget about template ‘success stories’, and make this year about 

exploring your own blend of talents and passions. You know what interests you and what doesn’t; 

you know the kinds of learning that lights you up, or not. 

You might not know what your niche is yet, that makes total sense – you will figure it out as you go. 

If you do know what path you want to take, that’s okay too. Take your passion and go for it, but 

don’t forget to be open to the possibilities around you – you might find some completely new 

interests. 
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Keeping your options open is never a bad thing. Ultimately, there’s more than one way to get to 

where you want to be – and where you want to be might change over time anyway. 

It’s fine to try something and decide it doesn’t work for you  

You aren’t locked into the course choices you make when you first enrol. If you find that a course is 

not the right fit, chat to your teachers, your family or your friends at school about your options. 

Your wellbeing is your foundation 

Be kind to yourself. We can’t operate at peak courage or aspiration all the time. Treat your 

wellbeing as your priority, make it something you talk with your friends and family about, and ask 

for some help when you feel stuck. 

You can make anything happen with an education. 

Wishing you all the best for a great year. 

 

 

Tim Bullard 

Secretary of the Department of Education 

 

 


